ig —_ counted statements by Marzzer<e Oswald that her son 
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156 “They've Ki ident” — On Instructions of His Government 
and leaked their existence by calking ‘the pilots by radio. The squadron also had the duty 
a telephone they believed zapped Hi F SS of scouting for incoming foreign aircraft, 
jd not account for tbe 2°6SPaPS" h 2%. ing Russian oF Chinese planes, 
i BS tercepted by American planes. 
The Report's straightforward P 


ein © 
yO 


‘on Report veya = [J-2 reconnaissance planes 
CIA, stated definitively =a © =3S 7 Gary Powers over the Sovi 
entitled * ations 23g Ruocts lee mainland Atsugi was also 
Nationalist agents who Were Lt 
was an agent as basexss sspxicas, cr siply malicious d. in the honey- 
falsehood. “Investigaica by =e Consission,” r the base, intelligence 
port concluded, “bas cevezied Do evidence thal m unist communications! 2" 
was ever employed Uy ye FBI or CLA im any C& ~ fic. ‘nimum ty clearance for the-mien in OS 
pacity.” ® All that remo coccradict that statement em ; j » marine wie * ad served wit 
1A i ig a collection of the ox improbebie coincidences. ar as Sect "19 Oswald had 
= 3 They begin in the Marne Corps. Oswald enlisted in despite the fact that he hAéd 
aa arine Corps oa Occober -*. 1956, six days after +9] 20 
his vaeateeath birchizs.* His He unl te 
been a lonely and unhappy cae. = ing up without a 
father, pulled from to¥s +o town bY an indifferent sae ys ing 
+. and out of peay Touble. frequently truant = Russian, a Ber k his only Tt 
fe cone penods of time in the , 2 seems to have made remarkable progress. 
hostile, alien world ct 2° ~use of orphanage.” ioe he ferred back to the States to a/ duty 2— 
In short, a dreary Deckercete - ouzh not unlike that - signm Toro Air Station, Californias? Oswald 
of hundreds of thousands of chilcrea from broken a ‘an newspapers and impressing 3 
homes. Lee’s brechet. Rater. had enlisted in the ae t with his ckill.23 Before long his 
marines some years befor *t and had made a new life. =. bu kiddingly referred to him 325 
“cad -he same for Lee. 3B Oswald in turn % 
After basic San Diego and Camp = dressed them as “comrade.” * 
ton, California : . = Oswald was also knowledgeable abq world affairs. 
Technical Training Ceater it Jac i <° The Report comments that “he appg to have been 
a six-week course in ¢ 2a5¢s “> better i ormed than some of the officers, whose lack 
vanced instruction ‘olicwed, < amused and sometimes ‘rritated him.” ™* 
was given af MOS {mitary occupational special ) ° Se Report quotes i shn EB. Donoyet Os 
of Aviation Electroaics ; Septe =: wald’s commander and 4 graduate O he Decors tow a aS 
Oswald was in Japan. =i os . “+ School of Foreign Service, as saymg that ap 
the ist Marine Aircraft Weng, based at - a Oswald was “truly interested in international affairs.” Sere ee 
cording to the = and “very well versed, at least on the superficial facts mee 
craft to thet saul, icating Wi = ot a given foreign situation.” ** Private Kerry Thor ee ees 
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Marine Corps records. The 
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ley, one of Oswald's fellow enlisted men, told the Com- 


mission that Oswald believed that 
was the most rational morality to 
munism was “the best system in 
Thornley, Oswald merely seemed 
these ideas rather than holding any 
ley was sO struck by the unusual young 
eventually wrote 4 novel based on Osw : 
There is no record of the Marine Corps 
ing concern that one of its young radar 
access to secret information an 
most sensitive bases, was talking © 
ism and the superiority of the C 
his fellows. In any case Oswald’ 
with the marines came to an en 
1959, three months ahead of his sc 
Oswald had applied for and received a 
discharge” ** on the grounds that his m 
jured herself at work and could no longer suppo 
self. All of which was 4 lie. True enou 
had been injured on the job 
head and struck her toe.** The 
nearly a year before,*® however, and it 
guerite from work less than a we 
Lee had been on leave in Fort W 
the accident, and had returned to 
tioning the incident.** All the same, 
charge was granted in less than a W 
_ astounded his Marine Corps buddies. 
mission was suspicious. An unpub 
Commission memo stated flatly, 
tained the discharge fraudulently. 
There was also some funny business wi 


follow,” that com 
the world.” * To 
to be toying with 
conviction. Thorn- 
marine that he 


f the joys of Marx- 
s active relationship 


heduled discharge.” 
“dependency 
other had in- 


had kept Mar- 
Coincidentally, 
rth at the time of 
duty without men- 
Oswald’s dis- 


8 Even the Com- 
lished top secret 
“He undoub 


fense Department chronology of Oswald’s service, as 
well as his Marine service records, stated 
spent a brief time on Taiwan beginning Se 
1958, and then, with the rest of 
ferred back to Atsugi.** Between 
vember 2, the records go on, Oswald 
another section of his unit on Japan, W 
shipment back to the United States.** 


his unit, was trans- 
October 6 and No- 
was shuttled to 
hile awaiting 
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Ee All this seemed routine until Oswald’s pay records 
# arrived at the Commission, slightly more than a week 
& before submission of the final Report. They told an 
F entirely different story. According to the pay 

& Oswald had been transferred out of his regular unit on 
, August 29, 1958, and placed in a different-unit with a 
f. new pay status between September 8 and October 17, 
Be 1958.2 What this status was could not be determined. 
‘= That part of the pay records was censored.*° The pay 
#2, records contained one other bit of interesting news. 
Oswald was not in Japan at all when the Report 
eS said he was but, along with his new unit, was on 
= Taiwan ae 

Be The questions are obvious: What was Oswald doing 
=, on Taiwan? What new job did he have? And why 
a did the Defense Department and the marines go to 
s: such pains to conceal Oswald’s status and exact where- 
= abouts? One explanation for the determined obscu- 
® rantism is that Oswald had been recruited for a covert 
R- assignment by the Office of Naval Intelligence. The 
=, Commission ‘vould never know. While it asked the 
= CIA and FBI whether Oswald had been one of their 
Ze agents, the Commission made no attempt to ask the 
ge. same questions of the Department of Defense, the most 
=; logical organization to have recruited him.“ 

=: _ The odd happenings were beginning to stack up. 


3 They were nothing, though, in comparison with what 


















si 


ee 
4. occurred next. Three days after returning home to 


= Fort Worth Oswald left for New Orleans, and im- 
Se mediately booked passage on 4 freighter bound for Le 
oe. Havre,** on the first leg of a trip to the Soviet Union. 
From France he sailed to England, arriving in South- 
‘= ampton on October 9.4 He informed British customs 
= officials that he planned to stay in the country a week 
before proceeding on to Switzerland. Instead he flew 
dee the next day to Helsinki, Finland.“ On Monday, 
e@a, October 12, Oswald went to the Soviet consulate and 
fae: applied for a visa.47 It was granted two days later.** 
S The next day he left Helsinki by train, crossing the 
= Soviet frontier at Vainikkala.*® By October 16 he was 
= in Moscow.”° 
- That, at least, is how the Report laid out Oswald's 
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